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It’s been a long winter in service to others. Fortunately it 

wasn’t that cold and snowy. (That was reserved for 

Easter, wasn’t it?). 
 

In November and December, we had a whirlwind of 

activity. We fed hundreds and hundreds of people, gave 

over 80 food baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

We wrapped and decorated boxes for both the food and 

gifts baskets.  The younger children made and decorated cards and 

colored on some of the boxes.  With the help of parish volunteers - adults 

and  teens -  and our St. Vincent DePaul chapter,  we rearranged the Food 

Pantry and made way for food provided by Macomb County programs 

and purchased with grant money, as well as the food generously provided 

through many, many parishioner donations. 
 

Giving Tree Christmas tags numbered over 500, but the number of gifts 

collected was well over 600! Seven agencies were happy and grateful 

recipients of St. Lucy generosity.  Every adult who picked up a food basket 

received a gift for themselves. The children received an abundance, thanks 

to the generosity of the “Adopt a Family” program and Giving Tree 

donations provided for St. Lucy’s own Christian Service.  Thank You! 

Thank you!  THANK YOU! 

 

MCREST 
The New Year had barely been rung in before we started 
preparing for our MCREST guests who would be 
arriving the last week of February.  St. Lucy parishioners 
took to heart Fr. Jim’s challenge that everyone could do 
something for our MCREST week.  More than 175 
volunteers provided more than 2100 hours of volunteer 
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Mother’s Day  
Thank You 

 
“God bless you in a special when 

Mother’s Day is here, for the 

kindness and thoughtfulness you 

show throughout the year.  Happy 

Mother’s Day to all the mothers at 

St. Lucy’s church. 

I want to thank each and every one 

who has been such a blessing to 

me and my grandbabies.  Words 

cannot express how I’m feeling 

about how you have helped me 

through the rough days.   

I want you to know that when I 

am blessed to get back on my feet, 

I will be a blessing to others 

because of you. 

God Bless You! 

-A Grateful Friend 



work and drove more than 2500 miles during 8 days of sheltering and 
feeding 35 women and children.  St. Lucy’s MCREST program is second 
to none.  (We are a founding parish, you know, and have been housing the 
homeless in collaboration with MCREST for 28 years!)  “Thank you” is 
hardly adequate to acknowledge and pay tribute to all those who 
participated.  The success of this year’s program, as in the past, starts at 
the top, with Fr. Jim, who gives his 100% support and is St. Lucy’s top 
MCREST cheerleader.  The program’s coordinators, Donna Belli and 
Carol Schoener could not have managed without the commitment and 
passion of the volunteers, who were led by the best team leaders in the 
business (if we do say so ourselves).  In alphabetical order, they are: 

And there are more “thank yous” for each and every one who donated 
food and funds!  And we thank all those who supported those who 
volunteered – someone had to stay home and watch the kids, make dinner 
and generally fill the void left by those who had marched off to care for 
the homeless for a week.  As heartfelt as these kudos are, the best of all 
thanks was seen in the faces and heard in the voices of those we served, 
the MCREST guests themselves.  It is an honor to serve and we give 
thanks and praise to God for the opportunity to serve Him by serving 
others. 
 

Prayer Blankets, Rosaries and Mats 
You’ve all heard the announcements about making Prayer Blankets, 
Rosaries and Mats.  A dedicated group works on these at monthly 
meetings held at St Lucy’s as well as at home.  When we started making 
the mats, we learned a new term:  “plarn” – plastic yarn – which is made 
from plastic shopping bags.  Our goal was to make 32 mats in time for 
MCREST week so that the mats could add a welcome layer of cushioning 
below the 3” foam mattress that MCREST guests sleep on.  Gratefully, we 
achieved that goal.  What happens to the mats now?  They will be donated 
to those who will pass them on to homeless persons who sleep on the 
ground.  And that means we will start all over again, collecting, smoothing 
and cutting the bags to make the strips that will make the plarn that will be 
used by those whose crocheting and knitting skills will make the cushy 
mats that will be used by next year’s MCREST guests!  (Whew!)  More 
about this later in the newsletter. 
 

The warm winter turned into a cold spring (welcome to Michigan) and 
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Mary Jo Adragna 

Lizzie Adragna 

Sue Angel 

Robert Biafora 

Dick Boyak 

Rich Capek 

Rudy Charow 

Joanne Colombo 

Tammy Damitio 

Barb Dobson 

Joan Fetterman 

Pat Heftler 

Diane Kassner 

Ann Luberski 

Annett Sitter 

Angie Skiba 

Ed Thiel 

Cis Zelinski 

St. Lucy Earth Ministry 
On April 22, 
we, along 
with the 
c o u n t r y , 
c e l e b r a t e d 
Earth Day.  

St Lucy’s newly-formed Earth 
Ministry distributed bookmarks 
printed with a daily prayer and a 
flyer with everyday ideas to help 
raise conscious awareness of what 
we can do to make the earth a 
better place to raise our children.  
What a timely addition, given the 
publication of Pope Francis’ book, 
Laudato Si Care for Our Common 
Home.  Recycle bins and boxes have 
been placed in all the classrooms, as 
well as the Café and other locations, 
to help us be more responsible, and 
more responsive, to recycling all we 
can.  (The City of St Clair Shores 
has a very comprehensive curb-side 
program.)  Look to the bulletin for 
more helpful hints and news of 
what we are doing at St Lucy’s, as 
well as what you can do at home. 

Hazardous Waste  
Collection Day  

Hazardous Waste Collection Day in 
St Clair Shores is on Saturday, May 
14.  Bring your items to the Civic 
Arena parking lot, located on 
Stephens, west of Little Mack, 
which is just north of 9 Mile.   

Styrofoam Recycling  
Styrofoam Recycling will also take 
place on Saturday and Sunday, June 
 4 & 5.  Save your washed/clean 
Styrofoam in a box or clear bag and 
place in or near the boxes that will 
be available in the hallway leading 
into Holy Family Hall.  Earth 
Ministry team members will take 
the Styrofoam to the facility where 
it will be recycled properly. 



Easter came early.  Christian Service was ready with Easter Baskets, 
thoughtfully and lovingly filled by St. Lucy parishioners, with fun and 
yummy treats.  The baskets brought joy to our own children as well as the 
children from our neighboring St. Raymond SVdP conference – 100 
baskets in all!  Holiday food boxes were prepared, with ham, eggs, butter 
and veggies, and provided to more than 20 needy families, feeding 72 
people.  Thank you.  Thank You.  THANK YOU! 
 

Our PB&J “ministry” was in action too: peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches were made and sent to the local Lighthouse agency. 

So What’s Ahead? 

Christian Service will be discussing the possibility 
of providing a dinner at St. Charles or a “Flash 
Picnic in Detroit for St.Aloysius” or both.  If you 
would like to participate in a planning meeting to 
decide on a menu and other particulars, please 
come to the Christian Service meeting scheduled 
on Tuesday, May 17 at 1:30 p.m.  Nothing has been 
decided yet, but a “taco spread” could be a hit at St. 
Charles (like it is at Crossroads), and the Flash 
Picnic will require “hot dogs.” 

 

Bundle Sunday is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, 
June 4 & 5.  Check your closets for clothes that can be 
repurposed and household items you no longer use that 
will be useful to someone else.  A truck or POD will be 
available all weekend for convenient drop-off. 

 

Now back to Mat-Making.  On Saturday, June 18 at 10 a.m., interested 
parishioners, family, friends and neighbors are invited to kick off the next 
season of mat-making.  Bring plastic shopping bags (Kroger, Meijer, etc.), 
scissors and large crochet hooks or knitting needles.  Several stations will 
be set up to accommodate the various stages of the process.  You don’t 
need to know how to crochet or knit to participate.  Did you know?  It 
takes about 700 plastic bags to make a 4’ x 6’ mat.  Amazing! 

 

Crossroads lunch days have been scheduled for Monday, July 11 and 
Thursday, August 18.  St. Lucy’s “taco in a bag” 
lunches have become legendary at Crossroads, and 
they are eager for us to bring them again.  The 
afternoons include a craft activity as well.  Look for 
sign-up sheets for the various needs as the time draws 
near. 

In Christian Service, 

Donna 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) Spring at St. Lucy’s 
Pentecost, May 14 
& 15, gives us an 
opportunity to 
donate flowers 
that will beautify 
our grounds.  Bring 
your potted flowers 
and hanging baskets 

when you come to Mass and place 
them in the Gathering Space.  If 
you purchased geraniums from the 
Women’s Club for this purpose, 
feel free to bring them to the office 
a n y t i m e .   Ke e p  r e a d i n g .  
Information about a planting day is 
scheduled in June. 

Spring Clean-Up 
Day is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 
21, from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon.  This is a 
call for volunteers 

who will pick up trash and debris 
along the stretch of 9 Mile for 
which St Lucy Parish is responsible.  
In addition, volunteers are called to 
do similar cleanup of the St Lucy 
grounds.  Look for sign-up sheets 
to help us plan.  This is a perfect 
activity for those who need service 
hours.  Bring gloves and rakes and 
other tools you think will be 
helpful. 

Planting Day is 
also scheduled for 
Saturday, June 4, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon.  Calling all 
gardeners to help 
plant bulbs and 

flowers that graced our Worship 
Space during the Easter season as 
well as the plants that were donated 
during the Pentecost weekend.  
Bring your gloves and planting 
tools, and maybe a cushion for 
kneeling or a stool to sit on to 
provide a more comfortable 
position. 



Of course, there are tasks that 
happen on an ongoing basis:  
maintaining the food pantry, caring 
for the flower beds, preparing 
plastic bags for mat making, rosary 
making and prayer-blanket making 
and so much more.  There’s so 
much to do on the journey to the 
Kingdom.  If you are interested in 
any of these activities and 
ministries, please call the Parish 
Office at 586.771.8300.  

Remember that your service does 
not need to be a solitary activity.  
You are always welcome to bring a 
family member, a friend, a 
neighbor.  The fellowship can make 
the time so much more enriching 
and pleasant for everyone. 

Earth Day and "Laudato Si" 

by Theresa Schiffer 

Stewardship is an ethic that embodies the responsible planning and 

management of resources. The concepts of stewardship can be applied to 

the environment and nature, economics, health, property, information, 

theology, indeed, all aspects of life. 
 

Responsible planning and management of resources. That is what we are 

called to do with the environment. Not only the natural environment, but 

also the man-made environment in which we live. 
 

Pope Francis has made a compelling statement on the environment by 

saying that we are truly the masters of the environment and that we are 

called by God to protect it, not only for ourselves but also for those who 

live on the fringes of the community, those who have no voice. 
 

In paragraph 13 of his encyclical, "Laudato Si," the pope says: 

 

"The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to 

bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral 

development, for we know that things can change. The Creator does not 

abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created 

us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common 

home. Here I want to recognize, encourage, and thank all those striving in 

countless ways to guarantee the protection of the home which we share. 

Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly seek to resolve the 

tragic effects of environmental degradation on the lives of the world's 

poorest. Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can 

claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environmental 

crisis and the sufferings of the excluded." 
 

So as we move toward implementing the pope's vision of care for our 

common environmental heritage, let us keep each other in prayer as we 

protect and steward our mother earth.  

St. Lucy Mission Statement 

St. Lucy Catholic Community loves 

and serves God. 

We:   

Welcome all  
Build relationships  
Worship prayerfully 
Encourage life-long  
learning 
Reach out in service 
Engage others as disciples 

 

As Jesus taught. 

 


